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August 23 


Costain, Thomas B. THE BLACK ROSE Doubleday, Doran 
$8.00 

This for the market that found Ride With Ne, Costain's last book, and Shell- 
abarger's Captain from Castile palatable blends of history, romance and adventure, The 
formula hits the bell again in this story of 13th century England and bastard Walter's 
journeyings - first for wealth, later for the knowledge of the unknown East. Despairing 
cf winning haughty Engaine, he, with faithful wise Tris reaches fabled Cathay after eye- 
opening travels through Persia, Arabia, Mongolia... and finally China. He finds his true 
Love in English-fathered Maryam, kidnaps her from the fate of a concubine, and finds 
security with her when the Chinese Empress protects them. The threat of Mongol invasion 
separates them. Walter, returned to England, loses Tris when the latter defies the cur- 
rent English law; gains his obdurate grandfather's recognition and makes a name manu- 
facturing paper as they did in China. He persuades the new King to reinstate Roger 
Bacon, his early mentor, and eventually is awarded a title. Maryam with only two En¢- 
lish words and her baby son almost despairs of ever reaching England and Walter - but 
does in time to fill his greatest dream. Plus stimulus supplied by selection of eal & 


Suild for September. 





September? 
Hobart, Alice Tisdale THE PEACOCK SHEDS HIS TAIL Bobbs ~Merrill 
$2.75 
* With a background of her stories of the oil industry in China (011 for the 


Lamps of China) - and of the grape industry in California (The Cup and the Sword) this 
new novel, set in modern Mexico, contributes another industrial-international relations 
panel - and a good story at the same time. The period is that preceding the present 
war, when growing antagonism towards Big Business and its labor policies in relation to 
Mexicans in the oil fields and in relation to employment of Mexicans in any executive 
or administrative capacity, was resulting in increased hostility and tension between 
the two countries. This played into the hands of the Falangists of Spain and the Nazi 
agents of Germany, and Mexico was seen gravitating into that orbit. Then - with expro- 
priation of the oil interests and delayed settlements, there was further stirring of 
revolutionary activities within Mexico itself. Against this background, Mrs. Hobart 
has told the story of a romance between Concha, daughter of the proud Novarro family, 
and Jim Buchanan, American, who gave up his post at the Embassy when he linked his life 
with hers, and accepted the uneasy berth of interpreter of one country to the other in 
the oil business. The story. is first and last a love story, symbolic if you will, of 
the conflict between two races, but with understanding and sympathy and devotion prov- 
ing strong enough to outweigh other factors, including opposition and double dealing on 
the part of Ramon, whose pride had been hurt when Concha turned from him to Jim, An 
interesting and revealing picture of Mexican life, both within the charmed circles of 
a the old Mexican aristocracy, and within the budding circles of the new nationalism, a 
new sense of social and economic responsibility. Good story ~- thin characterization, 
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Two Good Summer Items - and a Dark Horse 


South Sea enchantment for good escape wn Earl Schenck's LEAN WITH THE WIND (Whittlesey); 
ANIMAL FAIR by Evelyn West (Lippincott) for a vital family novel. The third - with many 
questton marks supplied at this end - ts NOI’ IN OUR STARS by Josiah E, Greene.(Macmillan), 
As winner of their Centenary Fiction Award it is assured the sort of big push Hacmillan 
gives their favorite sons... See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL FICTION 
July 16 


Yorek, Ruth L. LILI MARLENE Readers' Press 
$2,50 

The somewhat tremulous, first person diary of German Lisa, sheltered and 
unaware until after the death of her two children, she evolves from acceptance of 
Hitlerism to indifference and finally to resistance. After the numbd apathy following 
the death of her boy and girl wears off, Lisa becomes aware of the fact that her nega- 
tivism is also blameworthy, as her husband, "G.,.", who had withdrawn from her, finally 
includes her in his work in the Underground, "G" is killed; her brother is taken by the 
S-S., and Lisa, with Hans, an orphaned youngster whom she uses partly as a screen, goes 
to Munich on a mission, and is then sent across the border and shot, Primer propaganda, 
femininely fictionized. a trifle obvious. (Foreword by Helen Hayes.) 


July 19 


Crozier, W. P, THE FATES ARE IAUGHING Harcourt, Brace 
‘ $3:,00 

A love story of Rome in the days of Tiberius and Caligula, told in such 
modern vein that one is taken into the kinds of discussions about local politics and 
persomlities that might be here and now when a question of presidential succession was 
uppermost. Crozier has successfully mastered the intricacies of other times, other ways 
- plus historical facts and personalities - so that he can make them subordinate to his 
main theme, the conflict between Aulus, to whom Metella has been half-—promised, and 
Lucius, scholar and gentleman, who had won her love. Metella was a modern girl - and 
determined to marry the man she loved, and the violent death of Sejanus saves her for 
Lucius, as Aulus is banished. But his scheming does not stop; Caligula recalls him and 
he pursues vengeance to other parts of the Roman world, -— Antioch, Alexandria, Syria - 
until at the close, he is killed by his henchman. The central love story sometimes bogs 
down in the multiplicity of characters, real and fictional, but the sense of life, the 
vigorous portrayal of the times, with the stirrings of new awareness of human respons i- 
bilities and values, with the beginnings of Christianity. Some of the best characteri- 
zations are those of minor characters. A novel for the intelligentzia chiefly, 


July 26 


Wernher, Hilda MY INDIAN FAMILY John Day 
$2.75 
I think the publisher should go back to the original listing of this as Von- 
fictzton - for certainly it stems directly from the author's own personal experiences 
and its unique flavor lies in the authoritative reflection of life in an Indian village 
~ inside looking in, An Austrian, she accompanied her daughter to India, where Mary Ann 
was married’ to an Indian scientist, and the three of them returned to his home in 
Akbarabad. There the two women made a place for themselves in the community, with 
friendships formed with Muslims and Hindus, with high and low, with women in purdah and 
with those who were taking the first faltering steps towards independence. Together 
they learned when to conform to Rashid's ways, when to accept his mores, when to help 
those\ gestures towards improving social and educational conditions, Then Mary Ann dies, 
and Rashid persuades his mother-in-law to stay on. Her role is a new one - as his 
hostess, his companion - and finally as his "family" acting even as a virtual marriage 
broker, and eventually bringing about his marriage to an Indian girl, with modern views, 
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and a deep devotion to her older friend. Colorful - anecdotal ~ human, this gives the 
flavor of modern India, but the evasion of political facets makes one feel a serious 
lack in the whole as a rounded picture. Good reading, but not another Anna. 


August 1 


Kuncewiczowa, Maria THS STRANGER L. B. Pischer 
$2.50 

A psychological portrait of considerable animation and acumen as incidents 
and interludes, through the years, unfold the temperamental tyranny of Rose. Rose, 
regretting her exile from Poland in 1863, her lost career as a violinist, and her lost 
love, Michael, alternates between the torment of others and pity for herself. Histri- 
onic, hostile, she directs her animosity particularly towards Adam, her husband, whom 
she blames unjustifiably for the death of an older son, She tries to prevent her second 
son's marriage, succeeds once, but ultimately fails, and then interferes with her 
daughter-in-law and her grandchildren. She alienates from Adam the daughter for whom 
she has no real feeling, and pushes her into a career and a marriage she does not want. 
Demanding and stimulating an aura of mystery and unrest, this dominant, disturbing 
woman feeds on power. Ably executed - but not pleasant reading, though._the market for 
Strange Woman and its ilk may find this Polish character challenging. Storm Jameson 


introduction. The novel won the Warsaw Literary Frize of 1937. 


1 | | 

Schenck, zarl LEAN WITH THE WIND | ‘| Whittlesey 
$2.75 

. Plenty of humor ~ South Sea lore and enchantment - for a top escape tale 


which will bring to mind Nordhoff and Hall's No More Gas (1989)... and which should 
prove an answer for many to the need of entertaining summer reading. Come Unto These 
Yellow Sands (Bobbs-Merrill, 1940) is witness.to the author's familiarity with his set- 
ting, for this novel of the Durand family in Papeete ~ and their attempt to break away 
from traditions. The Breton-French and Folynesian strains reach their highest conflict 
in Flavien, who worries about the Durand business, financial disasters, at the same 
time delighting in their native ability to override all troubles. The father really 
brings ruin upon them when young Pierre loses a horse race; but they seize the chance 
to locate buried treasure under the guidance of Cockney Jim. Their boat is wrecked in 
a bad blow but the island that succors them brings Flavien a native wife and a guide to 
their fortune, which has been tossed in the ocean by natives. In Papeete they discover 
they are penniless, their mortgage about to be foreclosed, taxes overdue, and in debt 
for their voyage. Their Scots mechanic drives out the intruders - and Flavien's jeland 
wife restores their financial standing. They are ready to start over, with a feeling 
that the island way is better than the white man's... Good ertertainment value. 


August 20 


Y Knopf 
. $2.50 
The author of a number of San Francisco background books (fact and fiction) 
with another California setting for a plain tale of passion in the story of Bruce 
Priest, and Elaine, the girl he still loves. He had met her when he was working his 
way through Berkeley; he gave up college to get a job and enough money to marry her, 
craving the excitement and instability she offered in contrast to his natural sobriety. 
And then Elaine runs cff with another man. Bruce loses his job, gets a depression job 
as a book salesman, re-meets Elaine, now through with a second marriage, and only when 
he finds her involved in another affair does he drop the plan to marry her. He gets 
a chance in an advertising agency and makes good; sees Elaine again and thinks he is 
through with her, and then decides he'll take a chance with instability with her to 
monotony alone... A passable performance, which stays in character but lacks charm. 


2] 


Lewis, Oscar UNCERTAIN JOURN 
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McLaughlin, Robert A SHORT WAIT BETWEEN TRAINS Knopf 
; $2.00 

Terse, objective reporting in stories of this war's civilians into soldiers 
- here, from basic training on, to overseas and the testing of their conditioning. The 
ordeals —~ for young and older men — of basic; the limitations of the new officers; 
possibilities of pleasant fatigue detail; a bivouac and its unpleasant aftermath; a 
veteran of Alaska busts out of 0.C.S.; Nazi prisoners-of-war are given preference over 
a Negro soldier ina Southern R.R. restaurant; there's the wait at the staging area; 
evasion of overseas duty; a return home to wife and child ina drab hotel; an Italian 
American under fire in Italy; a veteran and his: girl's sister; armchair officers over 
here; a furlough where civilian interests and conversations ostracize the returning 
soldier; of a landing and an accidental death.., Here are the inadequacies, the per~- 
sonal, selfish manoeuverings, the patience and modesty of the military - with no flags 
waving nor bands playing. No sentimentality and little action for incisive sketching 
of today's soldiers. 


Henriques, Robert HOME FIRES BURNING lus ae Go Viking 
‘ CT $2.50 

Is Henriques going to prove another R.C. Hutchinson, a man who writes with 
such imagination, such intensity, that one forgives his ambiguities, his obliqueness, 
for the flashes of brilliance, the challenge of an experimental form; and again, like 
Hutchinson, is it always going to be the next book that will see fulfilment? Let us 
hope not. The Votce of the Trumpet was an exciting discovery; there was a visionary 
quality, an imaginative achievement that defied analysis; and yet an elusive fragmen- 
tariness that left a sense of disappointment. And now comes his second war book -— and 
again one confesses to a sense of disappointment. Again he has clouded issues through 
evasion, Again he has taken the sharp edge off thought with stylized symbolism. There 
is less of fantasy - more of realism - less of poetry ~- but still a sense of elaborate 
rhetoric. And, while one has had a certain tension of build-up, the end gives one a 
sense of anti-climax, irrelevance. It is none the less worth reading for the percep-— 
tive approach to that feeling the returned veterans everywhere will have of belonging 
together and not with their old world. The story has as its central figure a nurse, 
coming back to civilian life in England, and presumably to marriage with David. But 
a head wound has killed her David and left another man, and she is not sure she can 
love him. Perhaps it is his brother.she loves; perhaps the Canadian sergeant, leader 
of a group of strays encountered on Christmas Eve, and winding up in her home, where 
things should come to a head - and don't. There's a hint of a possible Fascistic slant 
to the mood of the returned soldier ~_this is rejected by the author, but the reader 
is left wondering... Here -— with the Priestley book (Three Men in New Suits) - is new 
light on a new problen, 


August 22 


Downes, Anne Miller HEARTWOOD Lippine ott 
$2.50 
Sturdy, but sympathetic characterization and setting as Vermont's back- 
woods country at the time of the last war frames the story of strong-willed Sammy 
Crocxer and his attempt to make something of himself. Growing up on Matlin Mountain 
with a shiftless father, the gone-to-seeds Wicks family nearby, Sammy at 15 goes down 
to the village and his Aunt Seba and starts the schooling which leads him on to Yale. 
He falls in love with the minister's daughter, Dorothy, but circumstances force his 
loyalty to the mountain people and to Lin Wicks, childlike, dependent. Sammy leaves 
college, marries Lin to take care of her, and when she dies in an accident, is then 
only free to turn back to Dorothy, Indigenous custom and talk for a story of conflicts 
and claims, made thoroughly readable. 
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West, Evelyn ANIMAL PAIR Lippincott 
$2.75 
* A first novel, a family novel, which has vitality and honesty, a novel of 


Sandra Echols, in her teens at the death of her father, grim, unloved, and self-ap- 
pointed disciple of Thoreau. Mrs. Echols, untidy and disorganized, decides to support 
her six children by running a boarding house in Baltimore, and accumulates more debts 
than boarders. She leans on the older children, and condemns Sandra for her attempts 
to make more of herself when she gets a scholarship to a local university. Sandra is 
forced out by her mother, shows considerable physical:stamina in doing without in order 
to continue her schooling, and emotional courage when deprived of Tay, the little 
brother she loved best, and she goes on to get a job ona newspaper while the family 
leaves for California. On the paper she meets Jim, falls in love with him, but leaves 
him and her youth behind when she goes to her family again... A story of people, of 
practical difficulties and personal conflict, and of a particularly attractive youngster 
who is undismayed by circumstances... Might have A Jree Grows in Brooklyn appeal. 


August 24 
Lockridge, Richard & Estabrooke,G.H. DEATH IN THE MIND Dutton 
$2.50 
* Lockridge, crime connoisseur, and Estabrooks, investigator in the field of 


hypnosis, combine their specialties ina novel of espionage involving a new —- and in- 
explicable -~ secret weapon. A series of treasonable acts among army and navy officers 
of Wwigh standing puts Johnny Evans, Intelligence, and Madeleine, whom he loves, on the 
trail which begins with the body of a German psychologist found aboard a sunken Ameri- 
can submarine, Proceeding to America, he finds Madeleine involved with the enemy, con- 
fused and confusing in her actions, and he suspects that only hypnosis can have aliena- 
ted her. Evans is drugged, made the victim of an attempt at hypnosis, escapes, and 
finally through Madeleine, able to identify the men as well as the method and put an 
end to it. The scientific slant is an added attraction for a sustained story of under- 
cover warfare. The Lockridge name should add a substantial number of crime addicts. 


August Ze DI 


Ogilvie, Elisabeth STORM TIDE Crowell 
$2.75 
Sequel to Htgh Tide At Noon, this continues the story of Bennett's Island, 
Maine lobster-fishing community, as Joanna Bennett, after the death of her romantic 
weakling of a first husband, returns to the Island with Nils, whom she marries primarily 
to get back to the place she loves. Joanna brings others back to resettle the Island - 
institutes petticoat government over the men in their trouble with the encroahing 
Fowlers, with lobster pots, with bait, until finally, too driving, too possessive, for 
Nils, Nils leaves her. Joanna, humbled for the first time, realizes she loves him 
more than her property. Again an authentic regional flavor with honest portrayals, 
though as a story, it lacks the warmth of the first book. 


Barly September 


Clark, Valma HORN OF PLENTY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.50 r 
Warming portrait 6f an expert in the craft of homemaking, a "natural mother" 
who wisely handles fresh frets prrsented by a vigorous family, against a ealendar of 
years and changing seasons ona Western New York farm of the 20's and 30's, There's 
relaxing humor and a self-effacing, unself-conscious charm, in this story of.the Rath- 
bones, whose turbulence and tribal feudings provide their fill of romance. Effie, by 
circuitous manipulation, fends off loyal Tom because of her deyotion to old Shad and 
his tumultuous brood, she. brings about David's law schooling, Perez' elopement, Hester's 
escape to the big city. She engineers a prickly reunion over the first grandson, she 
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thrusts David's unexpected fiancee down the family throat, she keeps Shad's ex-wife 
from causing more trouble, she controlls Shad's explosions over his children. and at 
the end, it is Shad's death that ends her long service to the Rathbones. 


September a iz". 


Brandel, Marc RAIN BEFORE SEVEN Harper 
$2.00 
Appointment in Samarra theming for a slight chiller whose derivative 
qualities depend on the individual actions of those destined to be murdered by a mani- 
ac. Amnesia victim Cassius, haunted by his part in a mass killing, tries to withdraw, 
but incident on incident impel all but one to a rendezvous with him. The crossing and 
-intercrossing paths of a neurotic virgin, a selfless hysteric, a rapist, a discontented 
Cynic, a selfish mother and her nymphomaniac daughter, a puerile, dependent artist, a 
hardheaded._ mystic - cause each involuntarily to seek - and find - the escape they 
desire... A touch of the sardonic pushes this up a notch for this type of story, but 
it doesn't miss many shades of perversities, and is not for everyone. P.L.'s beware. 


Maurois, Andre WOMAN WITHOUT LOVE pNP me coh haf Harper 
\ $2.50 
Full length portrait of a femme frigide, approached with the French fond- 

ness for psycho-sexological detail, in intimate terms -- but not for our market. 


Claire's cold childhood with her formal parents, her rigid governess who bemoaned the 
shame of sex, conditioned her to the pattern she was to follew, made her seek escape 
in romantic fiction and poetry. Marriage to self-made, successful auto-magnate Lar- 
raque confirms her fears. after the birth of a child she does not want, she accepts 
Separate bedrooms. Then she meets a writer who is not as ascetic as she would like, 
and is disillusioned by her affair with him, but marries him, and almost ruins this 
second marriage by her growing driving power. His death releases her for last years 
of serenity, devoted toa memory which exacts nothing in return... No further comment 
needed. 


Partridge, Bellamy JANUARY THAW VY Whittlesey 
$2.50 2/6 
To the degree in which this is more of a story than its predecessors, by so 
much is it a less successful book. When Bellamy Partridgr does a recall job - whether 
about his lawyer father — his own boyhood - or the early days of motor cars, he is hum- 
orous and homespun in an appealing way. I liked those early pages of this book in which 
he tells of finding an pre-Revolutionary Connecticut house, knowing it as theirs (Margie 
and Herbert Gage) and buying it despite the flaw in the title. Then fate catches up 
with them ~ the flaw takes human form —- and they find themselves sharing their home with 
two elderly diehards, whose way of life belongs to the old house — not the new. How 
they work it out makes blend of Yact and fancy - and the fancy limps badly. Dis- 


appointing. 





Dick, R. A. THE GHOST AND MRS MUIR Ziff-pavis 

k $2.50 

A very pleasant exercise in humorous haunting. Mrs. Muir, widewed, but 
determined against any further domination of her dead husband's family, escapes toa 
new home on the shore. There she encounters - and bests — the dead owner who had 
previously managed to keep his home free of tenants by his ghestly manifestations. 
Through the years she heeds ~ and ignores, to her sorrow, the old Captain’s counsel, 
ghe learns his wisdom when she breaks off her affair with a ladykiller, glimpses his 
tenderness when he fends off possessive relatives, guides her daughter, and wacrs her 
against her son. His dictated diary brings her money when it becomes a best seller, 
but only anonymaus fame; his unabashed revelations of her own unconscious thinking 
keep her balanced for all contingencies. Her own death frees her te be with him for 
all time... Whimsy is as whimsy does - and this, to our way of thinking, does all 


right. We liked it, 











Fi¢gtion 
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Baldwin, Faith A JOB FOR JENNY Farrar & Rinehart 
$2.00 

Romantic reverses for Jenny, as she becomes secretary to handsome, married 

in name only, Justice Hathaway, and as she makes a play for him to divert his interest 

from her sister, Ede, whose husband is overseas. Justice responds, while Steve, the 

boy she'd planned to marry, is invalided home and directs his interests toward Justice's 

sister Mary. The death of Steve's father helps to straighten him out; Steve collects 

evidence agminst the Hathaways - and at the close Justice Hathaway is reunited with 

his wife, and Steve with his Jenny. Modern toned variations on that old sweet story, 

practised and pleasant. Serialized in Woman's Home Companion. 


De Jong, David C. | SOMEWHAT ANGELS /O- te [o/s Reynal & Hitchcock 
. $2.50 

A sour, satirical scrutiny of the girls they left behind them as Emily 
Brain, mother of two and stepmother of one in the service, and her daughter-in-law, 
are alternately subjected to censure and caricature. Emily Brain at 57 controls her 
sons —- in a nice way - is confided in by their wives, whether she likes it or not. 
There is Suzan, dutiful, dull and self-righteous, particularly indignant over Henri- 
etta, her husband's mistress, also on intimate terms with Emily. There is Terry, 
married to trite and traditionalistic Raven - and justifiably bored. There is Valerie, 
three day bride of the youngest, Vince, Valerie who is Southern, shallow and easily 
seduced. Action is concentrated on days of reunion - and disunion - among the ladies, 
with nothing resolved even though Vince is wounded, Henrietta is killed and Valerie 
bigamously remarried. Often apt and acute, this is also distasteful and quite dull. 


September 11 


Greene, Josiah E. NOT IN OUR STARS Macmillan 
. $3.00 

With a: backing of the publisher for their Centemry Fiction Award, this 
will perhaps go farther than it would on its own momentum. For it is one of these big 
canvassed, sprawling novels, with many characters, plots and subplots, and with very 
little focussed emotional values. It is a new sort of setting - this big commercial 
New England dairy, out to build new routes, new outlets, and not particularly con- 
cerned as to the processes and their human results: Throughout the organization 
there's a maximum of ambition, jealousy, office and inter-departmental jealousy, hopes 
and fears - and an ingrown distortion which is perverted to make mountains out of 
molehills of gossip. whether a teen age or motherless girl, tipsy at her first party, 
is the victim, or a morbid pervert, or a suspicious, unbalanced sadist, or a girl too 
closely chaperoned - the results wreck lives, and keep the emotional fever at high 
pitch. There's a certain power - vitality - originality, but it is overlong, the 
characterizations are for the most part out of drawing, the situations too consistent- 
ly intensified. And there is no balance of the normal, or even likable personalities, 
from top executives down to barn boys, nor any sense of the country background of the 
dairy, any regional flavor. A kind of dairy-wise Desire Under the Elms... But — 
there's to be a substantial campaign and you know what Macmillan can accomplish. 
(Though there's no glamooor this time!) 


Greenfield, G. C. DESERT EPISODE Macmillan 
. $1.75 
In close parallel to Gerald Kersh' Faces ina Dusty Picture, this is again 
a concentrated close-up of an English battalion before - and during - an offensive 
action in the Middle East. Less of a composite than the Kersh, the interest here is 
Centered largely on Geoff Harrison, a Company Commander, whose fear of death - and of 
fear - had made a coward of him at Dunkirk, and who is: now hoping to redeem his weak- 
ness. The speculations of the men on the action ahead, the thoughts of home, the 
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tension of the last hours, and finally the big show and Harrison's death as he retreats 
from fire to get permission to withdraw his men ~ with the final estimate of his bravery, 
or cowardice, stil] in conjecture..Of its kind, well done. (Originally scheduled for 
Spring ~ Reviewed P. 41.) . 


Septembver—1+7—_. + ~ 
e-2_4£2 ‘ ao C) : 
Monsarrat, Nicholas LEAVE CANCELLED Knopf 
$2400 
* Beautifully handled, with restraint and a sensitive appreciation of a balance 


between realism and poetry - this is a successful and convincing picture of two people, 
highly civilized, deeply in love, who find that the three weeks' honeymoon they had 
counted on has been cut, without warning, to less than 24 hours. And into that period 
they must distill the essence of those weeks they'd hoped would give them foundations for 
the long separation, the yawning abyss of the unknown ahead. The scene is London:- a 
luxury suite in a luxury hotel - a restaurant - a theatre - a bar ~- and the all-too-short 
night together. They discover each other, more fully in marriage than before; they 
appreciate the importanee of savoring each moment to full and varied response, they talk 
and laugh and experience all variants of emotion. They are deeply personal — and extra- 
ordinarily impersonal. There are flashes of humor, a growing sense of the fineness and 
bigness of both, though she is only 19 and he some years older... A book that has the 
possibilities - given word of mouth publicity + of going far beyond his two non-fiction 
books dealing with life on a British corvette...One of these books for a plus sale. 


September ?? 


Cochran, Hamilton SILVER SHOALS Bobbs—Merrill 
$2.50 
Historical romance-adventure, based on actual events, which tells of Mark's 
emergence from Puritanical bleakness to tolerant understanding as he discovers in the 
new world an intelligent woman to love, and in Hispaniola, a fortune. Escaping froma 
compromising situation with his master's wife in Gravesend he ships with Captain Phips 
to Boston, saves the Captain's life, and joins him in a treasure hunt in the West Indies. 
In the Colony he sees the injustice of the Puritan power of the Mathers; he champions 
outcast Sibyl, whose reputation as a witch brings danger to Phip's voyage when she stows 
away. They are pursued by the pirate Dykes and vengeful members of Phip's crew, who 
wait until the treasure is raised before attacking them, Phips is able to route the 
attackers - gets his fortune safely to England and the Gentlemen Adventurers who backed 
the voyage. Treachery withholds the treasure from them, but Albemarle unmasks the scheme 
for graft before the King who knights Phips and helps him in his plans for restoring the 
Charter to the Colony. Phips first hunts more treasure but others beat him to it. And 
finally, with Mark and Sibyl, he returns to Boston to carry on his official duties..-A 
background of England and her colonial relations colors the story, which provides due 
share of dependable fictionizing...For the incurable treasure—hunting boy in man market. 


Graves, Robert HERCULES, MY SHIPMATE Creative Age 
$3.00 
In investigation - inventive, creative -— of classic lore in the story of the voyage 


of the Argo, and her crew of Argonauts, in quest for the Golden Fleece. Here, in endless 
inner stories, religious _differentiations, mythological legends, social customs, is 
abundant re-creation of Greek hero tales and god myth. There is the mssive Hercules, 
sweetsinging Orpheus, Atlanta, Castor and Pollux, Pelias, Meleager, cup-—bearing Hylas, etc. 
There are the incidents accompanying the quest, and the gathering of the crew; the wonder- 
adventures -— with the women of Lemnos, their escape from the Symplegades, the passage 
between Scylla and Charybdis, the dangers of the Sirens.,..and all the strange phenomena 

on the way to their goal. There is the empmsis on the conflict between the old matri- 
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archy and the coming of the patriarchy; the explanation of the miraculous by plausible 

detail: the human qualities of the ancient figures of literature. A tour de force that 
is more than worthwhile in its panorama of the ancient world where scholarship and in- 

Senuity combine for a richly tapestried epic...A new venture for the author of the 


Claudius books; a work of creative scholarship. 


September ?? 


Hobson, Wilder ALL SUMMER LONG Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
’ . $2.50 

Suggestive satire on the Apres-midi d'un Faune, as J. Bates Upham, 62 but not 
senile, witnesses the disturbance created by Estelle, his protegee, in himself and in 
the anatomies of his clientele in his Brooklyn Heights' gambling house. Seductive and 
sultry, Estolle bypasses the attentions of the Edwardian Upham, of two of his ass is- 
tants, and allows herself to be taken by Hugo Zachias, very rich but no spring chicken - 
thereby causing the stormy displacement of Vivien, his mistress, but leaving Estelle in 
full possession of the field, Hugo's money, his Long Island estate, and his heavily 
corseted presence...Comedy which is rather scantily developed, which ranges from the 
guarded to the open leer, and which may appeal to the tired roué. 


Pinckney, Josephine THREE O'CLOCK DINNER Sefaleuheos 2+ Viking 
“ $2.50 

A more sophisticated and more subtle handling of the Charleston mores than 
Molloy's Pride's Way, but at the same time again searching of the roots that sustain 
this city in its conviction of lese majesty. The action is concentrated into a few 
intense days, during which the links are forged and smashed between the aristocratic 
Redcliffs and the new-come-to-power Hessenwinkles. There's Judith, widowed after a 
brief ecstatic marriage to Fen Redcliff, Judith morbidly wearing her martyr's crown 
and doubting the validity of her memories; there's Fen's younger brother, Tat, touched 
with the fringes of the parlor pinks, whose infatuation for Lorena Hessenwinkle is at 
war with his conviction that a free relationship alone is right - and who is pre- 
cipitated into marriage because of family opposition. And then - gallantly -— the 
Redcliffs give a dinner - three o'clock on Sunday is the custom and they do not de- 
viate. And at the dinner Lorena kicks over the traces, old and new, lets the world of 
Redcliffs know that she had born Fen's child - and that it was Fen not Tat she loved. 
After that nothing else matters much ~ all bars are down - Lorena leaves town -— Judith 
adopts her child ~ and an era ends...Somehcw, the stress on psychological - almost 
pathological implications is greater than the outline of plot, the validity of setting, 
the vitality of characterization. Literary Guild for October. 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFECTION AND DETECTION 
July 9 


Barber, Willetta Ann & THE NOOSE IS DRAWN Scribner 
Schabelitz, R.F. $2.00 


Apprehensive Sherry Storm, and apprehending Kit —- her sketch -— sleuth husband, 
again involved on home territory (New York) in the death wake of lovely Lecky Poole, 
a magnet for men and for money. Pictorializing the crimes, Kit uses his drawings for 
after-the-fact deduction, finds his killer within an intimate group. Lighthanded, easy 
entertainment. 


August 9 
Fenis ong, Ruth THE LOST CAFSAR : Doutieday, Doran 
$2.00 
* Worthwhile tableturning accomplished by a practical amateur and a commonsense 


professional as a slight case of domestic ructions turns out to be a larger case of 
murder. The death of a dog and its scheming mistress lands married-on-the-rebound 
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Corinne in the thick of a murder charge, but with help from her old beau's sister 
and the death of her husband, she is freed of.a vengeance motive as subversive ac-— 
tivities are uncovered. Smooth touch in New York City luxury trade and romantic 
angles. (Crime Club. ) 


august 23 


Strong, L.A.G. MURDER PLAYS AN UGLY SCENE Doubleday, Loran 
$2.00 
Detective-—Inspector Ellis McKay confronted by the killing of the head of a 
dramatic school and thoroughly enjoying himself with the young students involved and 
the chances to use his vast musical knowledge to solve the crime. Preventing a second 
death and checking with the killer as to all details, McKay winds up a very British - 
and adequate crimefile. ; 


August 27 


West, Tom BUSHWHACK BASIN ' Dutton 
$2.00 
Western of the wild-and-woolly variety as Silent Stone, in protecting his 
brother's name, is hunted as his twin brother, the outlaw Montana. Silent protects 
also young Rose who is trying to save her ranch from ruin, manages to track down the 
brains behind the intimidation of neighboring ranchers and use his gun to good ad- 
vantage. He cleans up —- on romance and crime. 


September 1 


Fischer, Bruno THE DEAD MEN GRIN Mc Kay 
$2.CO 
Fast pace and blunt talk as private investigator, Ben Helm, reluctantly takes 
ona family affa:ir involving the murders of bis cousin, Daisy, her very new husband 
and her wealthy father, Helm's uncle. Strictly localized setting and circle of 
suspicion penetrated by Helm for a sudden solution. No particular allure. 


tSeptembere@- October 44 
Fast, Julius WATCHFUL AT NIGHT Farrar & Rinehart 
Vv $2.00 
Army medic backdrop and detail for the solo operations of war seasoned, tough- 
ened Sgt. Clark — whose buddy is shot - deliberately - on the rifle range and who 
loses a second man in his outfit in an intentionally bungled blood transfusion. Clark, 
with little to go on save an address book, gets a lead toa girl, a Harvard professor 


of the wave of the future, and a fascist minded organization, headquarters Boston. 
Medical minutiae add fresh interest to a familiar murder-espionage pattern. 


September 14 


Quentin, Patrick PUZZLE FOR WANTONS Simon & Schuster 
$2.00 
A houseparty, reuniting three women (sitting out their divorces in Nevada) 
with their marital mistakes, provides a mess of trouble — and murder - in the home 


of their very rich hostess who thought the ittca up. Iris and Peter Dulutn, of 
revicus "puzzles", deal with domestic dispiucement and discord, turee deaths and 

two attempts, and Irish brings home the soluvioa to the police. Very brignt taik for 

confusion which is pretty fancy - but fun. 
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Dell publishing - Each $.25 - for August 


Cavanah & Weir - DELL BOOK OF JOKES Hammett, Dashiell - A MAN CALLED SPADE 
Doubleday, Doran - One volume edition - $3.50 - Sept. 6 
Iamb, Harold THE CRUSADES and THE FIAME OF ISLAM Doubleday, Doran 


The’ two books in which Harold Lamb told the complete story of the Crusades are 
to be published in one volume. The first part, subtitled Jron Nen and Saints goes 
through the conquest of Jerusalem; the second includes those Crusades in which were 
noted ~ for moderns - Saladin, Richard Coeur de Lion, Frederick Barbarossa, the Knights 
Templars, etc. No change from original texts. Endsheets and linecut illustrations, 


Grosset & Dunlap - for July 


Popular Copyrights - Each $1.00 Books of Distinction - Each $1.00 
Raine, Wm. MacLe- COURAGE STOUT Priestley, J.B. - DAYLIGHT ON SATURDAY 
Lockridge, F.&R. - DEATH ON THE AISLE Saxton, Alexander —- GRAND CRCSS ING 
Hayes, Dorsha — MRS. HEATON'S DAUGHTER Special - $1.98 

Ermine, Will ~ BUSTED RANGE Nordhoff & Hall - BOUNTY TRILOGY 


Original - $1.50 
Mahmoud Sayah ~ MY FAVORITE BIRTHDAY BOOK 
Pocketbooks for August -— Each $.25 
Dickson, Carter - THE READER IS WARNED  VanDine, S.S. - THE BISHOP MURDER CASE 
Malone, Ted - THE POCKET BOOK OF POPULAR VERSE 
Announcing for September 7: 


Steinbeck, John THE RED PONY os Viking 
oF" $5.00 


This famous first-to-be-recognized of Steinbeck's writings is to be issued in 
the complete version (not the abridged version which appeared in The Long Valley). 
It will be illustrated by Wesley Dennis. Nothing available yet - but watch for it. 


SPECIAL NOTE - July 20 
World Publishing Company is taking over Bill Mauldin's UP FRONT (Holt) - $3.00 


POSTSCRIPT to Steinbeck item...The finighed book has arrived since writing the above. 
It is a levely thing, - beautiful format with enchanting sketches in color by 
Wesley Dennis. Slip cased. A very special gift item - plus a book to cherish 


and own. 
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A Lot of Books But Few Sure Bets 


A few names that mean controversial news value - Vansittart - Beveridge - Beard; a 
timely biography - or personality study - of THIS MAN TRUMAN by McNaughton and Heh- 
meyer (Whittlesey); a new James Truslow Adams, BIG BUSINESS IN A DEMOCRACY (Scribner) 
for a substantial market - though not one of hts major books; and one charming dark 
horse that would be fun selling, VILLAGE IN THE SUN by Dane Chandos fPutnam). See below. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 
July 16 


Vansittart, Lord BONES OF CONTENTION Knopf 

$2.75 

Again a collection of papers and speeches, in answer to the German. apol- 

ogists and soft-peace merchants, and a re-statement of the much misrepresented Van- 
sittartism, namely, that the German people are responsible for the last war - and this 
war — and that we must "stop making excuses for the inexcusable...The Germans are in- 
excusable." There is no other Germany...the German man in the street is a beast in 
the jungle. We must not be misled by the "good Germans" now outside German (Hagen, 
Lowenstein and other anti-Nazis who are still pan-—German). He describes the militar- 
ization of the German churches, the decentralization of Prussia, the future of Aus- 
tria, in separation from Germany - the destiny of France, too often maligned. He 
formulates his policy for maintaining the peace with a 12-point program which in- 
cludes demobilization and demilitarization, policing and reeducation, and a long 
occupation. Incisive, polished,’ this is persuasively (sometimes questianably) argued, 
and will probably once again be controversially interpreted. 


July 17 


Masefield, John NEW CHUM Macmillan 
$2.00 

Twice postponed from its May date - so we are repeating our report of 4/1. 
Another chapter from the youth of England's Poet Laureate - a companion volume to his 
earlier In the Mill, but preceding that chronologically. It is almost incredible that 
anyone could remember in such meticulous detail virtually the daily and heurly events 
of an experience dating back to his fourteenth year but the result gives one a feeling 
of authenticity, of actually being able to share his experiences and emotions as he 
starts to serve his apprenticeship on the Conway, training ship for the merchant 
fleet - back in 1888. There was a fairly violent form of hazing - there was a wholly 
new language to learn ~ there was abuse counterbalanced by kindliness, discipline 
that smacks of an early day when Britain's sailors were taught the hard way. And yet 
through it you get his deep-down love of the sea and ships. This book deals only with 
his period of training - not with his service at sea. The market is primarily for 
those to whom ships are of paramount interest. There is little of Masefield the boy, 
apart from the intense concentration on the job in hand...Plus sale for boys. 


July 19 


Freeman, Don IT SHOULDN'T HAPFEN Harcourt, Brace 
$2.00 

Full cycle - man into dog into man - as Private Bedlington is conditioned first 
by the issue of his dog tag, then by the barked command "Crawl" - and slowly discovers 
that he has taken on the externals of his name. And then in pictures and brief cap- 
tions, his adventures - his discovery that he is discriminated against as no soldier 
of the armed forces should be discriminated against -— his final departure on furlough, 
his brief enlistment in K-9, his reconversion, are entertainingly traced. Insert some 
double meanings if you will - or turn the pages for sheer escape on dog days. 
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July 20 


Spellman, Francis J. NO GREATER LOVE: The Story of Our Soldiers Scribner 
' $2.00 

The Archbishop of the diocese of New York reports on his visit to the European 
theatre of war. From Algiers he went to Rome, then to France, to London, and back to 
France. He talked to the boys, to their chaplains, mostly those of his own faith, 
though to some Protestants, to medical officers, and throughout he found and reports a 
high level of courage, faith, and realization that out of the horrors of war can come 
glory and beauty. He seems convinced that there is a pervading and sustaining spiritual 
growth. He met, too, many of the principals ~ Generals Clark, Eisenhower, De Gaulle and 
others. And he avoids any hint of political bias, unless - faintly perceptible - in 
his recording of the message of the Pope to the world. Unpretentious book. 


August i 
Beecher, John ALL BRAVE SAILORS L.»B. Fischer 
The Story of the SS Booker T. Washington $2.50 


This was a Liberty ship whose Captain was a Negro and whose diverse crew members 
proved that a common job can eradicate all prejudice. Through the life stories of 
Skipper, steward, Chips, cadets and others there is proof that Jim Crow is a straw man 
who can be demolished by group pride, that discrimination need not be practiced and can 
be overceme. The unique ship gained an international reputation for its true democracy, 
its evidence of human brotherhood, not only in theory but in practice. Even in close 
quarters under constant danger,the BookerT. Washington taught lessons of concord, 
afloat and ashore, to transport troops, Navy crews, Nazi prisoners, brass hats; she 
was —- and is ~ powerful in spreading her spirit of equality, human rights, solidarity 
and integrity. On the ready to combat dis-unity through prejudice, quick to underline 
the contribution the NMU has made in its decision to send out a mixed crew, quietly in- 
sistent on the importance of her success. Interesting material, written by a descendant 
of Harriet Beecher 8towe. 


Report of the Harvard Committee GENERAL EDUCATION IN A FREE SOCIETY Harvard Univ. Press 
Price ?? 


This is at once a survey, a synthesis (in which leading educators the country 
over have participated) and a study in broad, non-partisan terms, of education today 
in the secondary schools and colleges. Here is the conflict in aims - between the 3/4 
who go out to work after high school, and the 1/4 who go on to college. Here are the 
variations in urban and rural schools - schools which today have no unifying purpose or 
idea. And both in the schools and in the colleges is the divergence between general 
education and special education, or equivalently, the liberal, the academic and the 
vocational, which split is again represented in the individual aptitudes and attitudes 
of the students. Problems of curricula, the need for latitude here to meet variations 
in the students - values and methods of teaching the humanities, social studies, science 
and mathematics. A chapter on Harvard-with certain pruposed changes in the curricula 
as thought advisable as a result of the inquiry. Formal in presentation, this is 
neither argument nor solution, but an overall of educational theory and conflict today. 
An important contribution within its field. 


August @- QO 9 | tf 


McNaughton, Frank & THIS MAN TRUMAN ; Whittlesey 
Hehme yer, Walter $2.50 


Ecce homo, homespun, honest Harry Truman, whose character and career re present 
an amazing consistency, whose accession - unsought - to the Presidency exemplifies 
the American way. Serious, studious as a boy, Harry teganwork at 17 - oddjobbed - 
finally went back to the farming life of his boyhood. He was a Captain and served 
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overseas during the ist World War, he returned to marry his childhood sweetheart, and 
after an unfortunate business venture, he went into politics under the aegis of the 
Pendergast machine in Kansas City. County judge, but making no concessions to boss 
politics, he became Senator, and in 1940 gave evidence of his administrative ability 
in his forthright handling of the investigations under the Truman Committee. Finally, 
under party pressure, he became candidate for the Vice Presidency. Here is a life of 
achievement the slow, hard way; - a modest, mild-mannered man, a "progressive con- 
servative" in opinion, undeviating in loyalty and integrity. McNaughton is the Time 
man assigned to Truman...and the book assembles all that is known or can, so far, be 
presented, lending substance rather than personality appeal, and illustrating the 
recent judgment "Roosevelt was for the peuple;. Harry_Truman is the people". This 
book was in process of compilation before he became President. 


August #F 2. | 


FLIGHT FROM CHINA Macmillan 
$3.00 


Originallg. pdanned for June publication and so reported in April issue. Suc- 
cessor to News Is My Job and conclusion of twenty odd years in China, as Edna Lee 


Booker, Edna Lee 


- Booker and her husband combine their narratives of escape. The summer of 1940 as 


Japanese wheels ground down, incidents of insolence led to acts of atrocity, and 
finally John booked passage for Edna and their child as the last foreign exodus took 
place. He stayed on through Pearl Harbor saw inflation Japanese controlled, saw 
torture, brutalization of the population, internment of foreigners. Here is his re- 
cord of seven months in a camp, of privations partly counterbalanced by activities 
organized by internees, and finally repatriation. In personal, affectionate terms, 
there is a good deal about China, by people who understand it - human drama in small 
detail and lar¢ge. 


August 15 


Overstreet, Bonaro W. FREEDOM'S PEOPLE Harper 
is $2.00 
Postponed from original May listing - reported as such in March issue...Again 

in everyday terms and incident, intelligent reasoning about America, and Americans, 

by a popular counselor and lay educator. Commentary on where freedom begins - and 

ends - on how to retain freedom without jeopardizing others - on how to replace the 
outer discipline of force with the inner discipline of spirit. A discussion of the 
aristocrat as opposed to the democrat - and the residual contributions of the aristo- 
cratic code; the individual, his awareness of other people, his courage in maintaining 
his own convictions, his obligation in group living; the question of public property 
versus private interests, etc. A discussion which demands the best of its listener - 
in accessible form. (Some of this has appeared in National Parent-Teacher}. 


August 17 
Beveridge, Sir William THE PRICE OF PEACE Norton 
$2.00 


A direct, definite programme by a leading socio-economic thinker, whose famous 
"Beveridge Plan" forms the springboard for much of England's current and postwar 


social planning. . With concision and clarity, this argues the need for an inter- 


national rule of law if peace is to obtain after war. Here is the lesson expensively 
learned - that purely "self-regarding policies in international affairs lead only to 
mutual self-destruction" - that the international anarchy which has prevailed must be 
replaced by international authority. The failure of Versailles, where the victors 
were disunited - when war was not outlawed; the chronic causes of war; and lastly, 

the method of lasting peace, a world wide rule of law backed by armed force, a law 
which can be enforced and revised, and which provides compulsory arbitration of issues 
between nations-issues of boundaries, colonies, economic relations, minorities. 
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August 17 Gt 


Joel PERS IAN GULF COMMAND Random House 
Some Marvels on the Road to Kazvin $2.00 


The story of how we got lend lease supplies to Russia - 4% million tons of it - 
through Iran. The average citizen knows little of the bitching, damning outfit under 
General Donald H. Connally, and the way they built roads and laid tracks and fought 
the elements to get supplies through, in the dark days of Stalingrad and on up to the 
opening of the Dardanelles late in '44. This is a wartime "I've been working on the 
railroads" yarn, a story of back break and heart break as they streamlined transporta- 
tion in a land where people live still in the 10th century. Teheran was to these men 
a place of escape, romance, beauty, strip tease, filth, sickness, heat, sin and laugh- 
ter. The narrator catches the spirit of these “engineering, railroading, trucking, 
stevedoring, communication professionals+. This is an on-the-spot record, much of 
which appeared in The New Yorker. Not for all readers; he-man stuff. 


Sayre, 


Cranston, Alan THE KILLING OF THE PEACE To Viking 
$2.50 


A chronicle, day by day, of the killing of the League, of the political 
chicanery and embroilment, debate and deadlock which was levied-largely with personal 
animus against Wilson and his attempt to put internationalism into practice. Here 
are the manoeuvers and machinations with which Lodge, T.R., Borah and others stalled 
the Fourteen Points, the United States entry into the League and achieved their 
isolationist ends in spite of popular and press protest - and at the expense of Wilson 
who lost his last fight...In far too great political detail for the general reader - 
less popular than Bailey's Woodrow Wilson and the Great Betrayal or Bonsal's Unfinished 
Business or Bell's Woodrow Wilson and the People. The specific focus on the process 
of "killing the peace" is of course a natural limitation which perhaps makes com- 


parisons to these other recent putlications unfair, from a scholarly angle. 


August 20 


Beard, Charles ECONOMIC BASIS OF POLITICS Knopf 
$1.75 


In 1923 Beard gave a series of lectures on "the eternal quest of mankind for 
ways and means with which to control its social destiny for noble ends". This is a 
revision of these lectures including some aspects of the political phenomena that 
have crossed the stage in the interim. Lecture 1 deals with the doctrine of the 
Philosopher under which he includes Aristotle, Machiavelli, Locke, Madison, Webster 
and Calhoun, all of whom believed in the principle of property..Lecture 2 portrays 
the development of the rule of the people instead of the rule of estates; Lecture 3 - 
the doctrine of Political Equality - Rousseau his theme. Lecture 4 on The Contra- 
diction and the Outcome maintains that universal suffrage does not destroy economic 
inequalities but ignores them. In the final lecture he concludes that political man has 
gained over economic man, though politics must have an economic base or perish. 


Limited appeal. 


Gasque, Jim BASS FISHING Knopf 
$5.00 


An addition to a popular series, and it. is safe to depend on the book measuring 
up to the others in the series in format, illustration and so on...Bass fishing - 
wherever you can find it - that's what Jim Gasque recommends in a very personal book 
packed with anecdote and sound factual information for the addict. Small mouth and 
large mouth bass - stream and lake - near the Coast (of the Carolines) and back in 
the mountains, everywhere he has experimented and generally with success. In the 
course of a rather haphazard and rambling tale, he manages to tell the reader a let 
about kinds of bass (and kindred sun fish), about‘where and when and how they are: 
found, about seasonal variations, and time of day - or night; about tackle, its 
selection and care; and about. the fine points of lure and bait, of caving and landing 
the fish. And theres , section on stocking and fertilization..A predictable market. 
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August 20 
Brogan, D.S. THE FREE STATE Knopf 
$2.00 


Once again a discussion of historical and cultural derivation and universal 
implications, as Brogan (author of The English People and The American Character) 
examines the case for freedom, and contrasts the tradition.of Germany with that of 
the Western world from which it has been separated. The damages which state tyranny 
has brought to the life of the spirit, to progress, in a country which permits no 
possibility of criticism, of reform; politics, its virtues and drawbacks, with the | 
healthy protection of the party system; academic and journalistic freedom; the en- 
couragement of diversity; and finally liberty and arms, and militarism in the free 
state where war is the last argurent - not the only one.,. Enlightening evaluation, 
pointed, persuasive. (Originally repyrted in April for June publication. ) 


Mencken, H.L. SUPPLEMENT ONE TO THE AMERICAN LANGUAG® Knopf 
$5.00 

This is apparently a complete revision, corrected, expanded, brought up to date 
(even to including the material used in the American Army pamphlet relating to word 
variations between England and this country). I have seen only abeut 600 pages, of 
an incomplete galley proof; these 600 pages cover the corresponding 300 in the original 
book. There is additional illustrative and historical amplification, expanded dis- 
cussion of sources and comparative opinions, controversial slants on sources, etc. 
There is more space devoted to such ways of expanding the language as the jargon of 
Variety and Time, Winchellisms, trade names, and recent adaptations of foreign words, 
loealisms, verbs. from nouns, and Hollywood specialties. There is a fascination for 
me in any book on word origins, and I felt, in examing this page by page comparison 
with the original volume, that this too I must own. It is not a book for quick refer- 
ence, but for thoughtful consultation and pickup reading.(Supplement Two later. ) 


August 24 


Peffer, Nathaniel AMERICA'S PLACE IN THE WORLD Viking 


$2.75 
Substantial provender for the evaluative thinker, this study of the alter- 

Natives offered this country in its course for the future. With the background of 
our doctrines, the origins and sources of our policies as evidenced in our history, 
with the recognition of our inability to remain a free agent, of the frauds of peace 
proposals and the League of Nations in the last war ~ this, from reviewing the con- 
stants of certain farces, arrives at the cone lus ions of military world power, or 
permanent alliances and the implications that each course involves. Advocating the 
participation in an international organization, indicating the first steps for it this 
contributes stirulus against pnlitical ignorance and inertia. 


August 28 


Grelle, Leone Rice _COUNTRY ROAD Macmillan 
$1.75 


This small volume of pretry has a curious charm. Simply, lyrically and un- 
obtrusively it expresses its rapture over nature and homely country things, the very 
same things that Robert Frost or R.P. Tristam Coffin and Winifred Welles have been 
ecstatic about in their more sophisticated, more musical, more skillful ways. And 
yet these simple aloof lyrics have an insistence of their cwn, and will, I believe, 


give this volume an appreciative audience. 
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Early September 





Adams, James Trus low BIG BUSINESS IN A DEMOCRACY Scribner 
$2.75 

A not very long book with a lot of meat - a certain spice of challenge - and 
much food for thought. Adams maintains that Big Business is an essential factor in the 
United States, part of our very texture, and that inherently Big Business, when properly 
operating with a "two way flow" is much more democratic than small business. To prove 
his point — and within certain limitations he does it effectively - he surveys the 
pattern of history, the "timetable" as he calls it, he shows the beginnings of real 
business some 5-10000 years ago in Sumeria and Babylonia ~—- as money lenders, exchange 
of goods, distribution took their place in progress. When the idea that rights must 
be balanced by duties came into the picture, social responsibility was born. Queen 
Elizabeth introduced the idea of risk and individual profit; the Industrial Revolution 
bore diffeerent fruit in England here, where the expanding new world made possible an 
expanding and yet a unified type of market, witha persistent frontier challenge, and 
a levelling of social lines. Mass production resulted - rooted in rapid transportation, 
like conditions, and a machine world. This in turn led to high wages, cheaper goods, 
the purchase power of the masses, higher standards of living. At this point he takes 
General Motors, the world's greatest example of Big Business, and uses it as his guinea 
pig. (All right, if all Big Business wre as comparatively progressive and constructive. — 
but is it?) Facts and figures and personalities, decentralization policies and his 
vaunted “two way flow", relations to employees and to consumers - all to prove that 
Big Business is Democracy. He analyzes the contribution made to the war through size 
and “know how" ~ and quotes figures to prove that the chief profits are going te the 
workers not the tap executives and owners. This is the American Way. Modern govern- 
e ment must make it practicable to continue, it can help and guide but not run. Else 


































scientific progress, invention, research, and improved relations with labor will cease. 
A popular presentation for a buying public. 


September 3/4. 
Bryant, Arthur YEARS OF VICTORY: 1802-18612 Harper 
—_ 
. -This is imperative reading to anyone who discovered and was thrilled by 


Bryant's Years of Endurance - and there is an especial timeliness in this volume, 
tracing as it does to every aware reader, the many parallels between the two wars - 
against Napoleon and Hitler. Here is the story of the Napoleonic War from the time 
when England put disarmament, false peace behind her, and precipitated a new war-on to 
the opening of the gates to imprisoned Europe with the fall of Rodrigo. The achieve- 
ment of the Navy, saving the island from invasion, strengthening Britain in the West 
Indies and India, sustaining a blockade - this is the story of the first part; the 
second part is less familiar to American readers and the gallant Sir John Moore, who 
created the army Wellington employed, is its hero. Of history, Bryant is master - 
though perhaps one is tempted to force modern parallels too aptly from his text; of 
the gift of narrative, swift pen portraiture, and quick highlighting of the changing 
scene, he makes history live and breathe, Grand reading, for serious moments. 


Harper 
$3.60 
Businéss book market for this up-to-minute and ahead book on the new challenge 
to salesmen. The author, an authority on training with Studebaker, makes clear the 
importance of realizing that the post-war business world will demand a different type 
of salesmen and that now:is the time to take stock, to reduce the mistakes in selec- 
eo: tion, in procedure, in compensation plans. He discusses the various new influences, 
the sucé&ess ive steps of analysis of needs, of methods of training, of group work, of 
hew sales tools and techniques, of building morale. He argues that untrained salesmen 
are a liability today and tomorrow. 


Osborne, David R. SALESMEN FOR TOMORROW: How to Select & Train Them yay 
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September 43 


Reik, Theodor PSYCHOLOGY OF SEX RELATIONS Farrar & Rinehart 
$3.00 
A former disciple of Freud, who has broadened the Freudian view by removing the 


absolutism of sex, here discusses emotional relationships as compounded in three parts, - 


sex or the purely physical gratification; love, the enrichment of the personality; and 
the ego drive involving conquest and power. Here are many aspects of sex relations; 
the split between love and sex, the inhibitians generated in infancy; perversicns; 
neuroses which do not have a sexual origin; the elements of love, romance, fantasy, 
pride, domination, infidelity, response, imagery, etc., and the refining role women 
have played in the elevation of their status. Less flowery but no more original than 
A Psychologist Lceoks At Love (1944) ~ this might be defined as mainly sensible popular 
psychoanalysis. 





September 11 


Davies, Lt. John RNVR LOWER DECK Macmillan 
$2.00 

I question an American market for this log of.an English destroyer ~ the Skye - 
which reflects in the language of her crew (and there's some pretty rummy Cockney 
here) life aboard her. Random canversations and incidents - the firing of a fish, 
patrols by night.and day, ai:ttack by part of the Italian fleet, convoying from Malta, 
shore leaves, transport duty, and finally the sinking and the btreak-up of the united 
ship's company. There is incnntrovertible slackening of interest in war experiences, 
unless exceptional, which this is not. The added barrier of the very British lingo 
of the sea and the sense of repeat of material makes it unlikely it will override that 
hurdle. (Reported originally for March then May publication. ) 


September 13 


Schlesinger, Arthur M. Jr. AGE OF JACKSON Little, Brown 
$5.00 

The whole panorama of converting the Jeffersonian myth and the Jacksonian 
action into a formulated Democratic Party, its rise and decline, includes not only 
Andrew Jackson, but carries through the Civil War and the dislocation of party lines, 
so that the Republicanism of Lincoln incorporated the elements of the Jacksonian 
ideals, and party names had become largely tag lines. Jefferson's successors went 
from compromise to surrender and the 1820's were a decade of discontent, relief, in- 
flation, labor unrest; then came Jackson, and the average citizen lifted his faith 
again. Sehlesinger gives a vigorous picture of him, contradicting many others, shows 
him intelligent in judgment rather than analysis, politically inexperienced, trusting 
to Van Buren to furnish the mechanism for transforming popularity into power. The 
men around him - Van Buren, Calhoun and the Kitchen Cabinet, Benton, Taney, Kendall, 
Blair; his opponents, Biddle, Clay, Webster; the Bank War and its far-reaching ef- 
fects; the plight of the farmers. New York, New England, Pennsylvania, the South - 
and the various facets of support and opposition - a mirror held up to the country. 
And then the repercussions in subsequent administrations, with more space accorded 
Van Buren, the panic, hard money at stake, and the beginnings of recognition of the 
dilemma of the South. Jackson had accomplished a revolution in political values; his 
successors retained some, dissipated other phases. New figures came to the fore- 
Seward, Greeley, Brownson. And gradually, to stage a comeback, the Whigs were forced 
to take over the mantle of the people's party. A thoughtful and scholarly book, sub- 
stantially documented, but not for popular reading. 


September 24 


Allen, John Stuart ASTRONOMY: What Everyone Snould Know Bobbs-Merrill 
$2.50 
The striking features of astronomical bodies for a quick, general study and a 
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comprehensive picture of the universe. With identifying characteristics, here are 
facts and surmises concerning the solar system and the planets, the constellations, the 
seasonal skies, the moon and meteors, comets, stars, galaxies, rocket trips...And 
material on telescopes and their equipment of lenses, mirrors, camera, mountings. 
Information on astronomical movements, history, distances and chronological research. 
This is no primer but a worthwhile introduction for intelligent beginners. 


September 24 


Wolfe, Bernard PLASTICS: What Everyone Should Know Bobbs—Merrill 
$2.50 

A new series, this (two titles here reported), introducing popular science in 
a promising and alluring field (not to mention remunerative). This volume surveys i] 
past and future of plastics, from discovery of first plastic in 1868 - celluloid - on 
to Bakelite in 1907, the gradual development through the depression period, what 
"plastic" means, the processes entailed, the various sources - wood, coal, soybeans - 
and the various results, cellophane,fluorescents, lucite, plexiglas, plywocd, synthetic 
rubber, nylon, etc. Even plastic surgery fits into the surgery. Good introduction. 


September ?? 1/9, : 


Coleman, Satis N. VOLCANOES NEW AND OLD John Day | | 
$3.75 | 
In photograph and prose, the story of volcanic phenomena which communicates 
the fascination of the unknown and the violence they compel. Briefly, scientific 
background - though still only partially understood causes of volcanic activity - the 
volcanic materials ~ and the varieties and distribution of volcanoes and craters. The 
main part of the book consists of descriptions cf volcanoes in all parts of the world, 
their history of eruption and destruction, and particular stress on Paricutin the 
volcano which was born in Mexico in 1943 and in four months grew a cone of 1000 feet - 
and Vesuvius, still threatening. Very special subject - interestingly presented. 


97 illustrations. 


Orcott, Wm. Dana FROM MY LIBRARY WALLS: A Kaletdoscope of Memortes Longmans, Green 
$3.00 

A maker of books talks shop, and the bypaths and interests into which it has . 
led him, ina series of autobiographical, literary and geographical essays. Garrick 
Club traditions, old manuscripts, libraries, research,illustrations, writers he has 
known, anecdote - all ranging from typographical dress to personalities of people and 
towns and the excitements of bookish searches. Old line reminiscences of cloistered | 
appeal, happy, gentlemanly memories of hobbies expanding through a profession, which 
ranged from baok design to manuscripts and illuminations, Red Cross and auctions. | 


Chandos, Dane VILLAGE IN THE SUN i Putnam 
$2.75 
* Lineal descendant of Flandrau's Viva Mexico and Diament's The Days of Ofelia, | 


this gives you the Mexican Indio, his village, way of life, on the shores of Lake 
Chapala south of Guadalajara. There the author lives, tuning in on the wave lengths 

of the spirit of the place. He rents - then buys land and builds. He traces the 
calendar year in almanac transcription of events on the way to accomplishment; the 
minor and major problems of relations with his household, the village, his visitors; 
the pattern of patio life; the kitchen comedy; the story of the kitchen helpers, the 
dogs, the deer, the ducks, the plants; of community fiestas, births, marriages, deaths; 
of the life of beach and lake; natural phenomena and history; despair and hcpe about 
his new land and house; modern and Indio tempo; and final capitulation. This catcnes 





the contagion of leisurely atmosphere, and is replete with entertainment and disarming | 
humor. 








| 
i 
| 
| 
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September < 3 


Johnson, Edgar - Ed. A TREASURY OF SATIRE Simon & Schuster 
$3.75 

This is a lot for the money. Not only are the editor's contributions - critical, 
biographical and by way of definition - stimulating and provocative reading, but the 
scope of his selection, the generous abundance of his material makes this a veritable 
library of satire (and good entertainment). Fram Aristophanes to the present time, 
through Aesop, Greek comedy, Rabelais, Don Quixote, Juvenal, Chaucer, Shakespeare, 
Johnson, Moliere, La Fontaine, Restoration drama, Congreve, Dryden, Swift, Dickens, 
Thackeray, Lewis Carroll, Butler, Gilbert, Mark Twain, Oscar Wilde, Wells, Shaw, Veblen, 
Chesterton, Beerbohm, Saki, Douglas, Sinclair Lewis, Huxley, Lardner, A.P. Herbert, 
Thomas Wolfe to our own Thurber -—- a motley crew. He illustrates every facet of satire, 
from censorship to hilarity, from mockery to torment, "a dexterous stripping of false 
fronts", “licensed bad form", caricature, burlesque, melodrama, parody, travesty, 
irony - in extracts, in complete units, in telling bits. 


James, Marquis THE CHEROKSE STRIP egzt + Viking 
_ s tl. $3.00 
* Two times Pulitzer Prize winner tells of the familiar world of his childhood 


on their claim, in Enid. Here are wide-eyed memories of peace officers, tall tales, 
of family participation in the Run, of long hair and its cutting, school, etc; the 
widening horizons that Enid offered - travel, printing, new incentives to learning. 
The responsibilities attendant on his Father's death, newspaper work and the stories 
behind the news, the backing and filling before the decision to leave home. Here is 
the perpetual variety of small town Oklahoma characters, incidents, changes; the self- 
confidence of an American boyhood; in honest, winning revelation. 


Brief Reports on Late Comers - Practically Published 


Droke, Maxwell GOOD-BY TO G.I. Abingd en-Cokes bury 
$1.00 
Sermonettes and inspirational pep talks for the veteran. A little too much on 
the side of sweetness and light, even though the author is a 1st World War veteran. 
He tells the veteran hew to meet civilian life, his family, his friends, his girl 
friend, etc. Talks about church, jobs, education, farming, and sq@ on, He misses the 
hard-hitting, down-to-earth talk the veteran needs. 


Overton, Grace Sloan MARRIA'GE IN WAR AND FEACE Abingdon-Cokes bury 
$1.75 

A call to the good, and the very good, to try to understand the disturbances 
arising from war-engendered situations, to help combat the disillusionments that may 
be a result of re-adjustment to civilian life. Adequate counsel for maintenance of 
family relationships, moral standards, for recognition of the problems of returning 
servicemen, unprepared wives, mothers, parents, for realization that the hasic in- 
tent of youth is generally right. Obvious problems with plausihlo advice of possible 
help to guidance groups, individuals. (Published) 


Brown, William F. RETRIEVER GUN DOGS Barnes 
$3.00 


Another Countryman Press book, illustrated with fine photographs. A thorough 
coverage of the breeds of retrievers, standards, history, and background; of their 


training, selection and care; and of some of the outstanding retrievers in dog history. 


The chapters on training - step by step, puppy training, yard training, obedience 
lessons, and the actual training for the hunting field are exceedingly valuable, and 
presented in terms that even the amateur who wants to have a well bred dog in the field 
will find of practical value. Good section on field trials. 
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Budge, Lloyd TENNIS MADE EASY A.S. Barnes 
$1.25 


A simple direct method of learning the fundamentals of tennis, presented by the 
brother and teacher of the professional player, Don Budge. With photographs concise 
captions, and amplifications in successive chapters, Lloyd Budge teaches the grip, the 
forehand stroke, the batting the ball, the theories of timing, of footwork, of gauging 
heights of bounce, the backhand stroke, the serve, supplementary strokes, court 
strategy and position play, doubles game, and in a final chapter he gives the basic 
factors in selection cf the racket. An excellent addition to the Barnes sport library. 


Hollis, Harold C. BASS TACKLE AND TACTICS A.S. Barnes 
$3.00 


A plea for “better sport through the use of lighter tackle" ~ this is a book 
devoted to the use cf lighter lures for black bass. Where the Gasque book on Bass 
Fishing (P. 287) is a very personal record of a famous fisherman whose experience is 
largely in the Carolinas, this author bases his conclusions on experiences in northern 
Wisconsin, experimenting on lake @nd stream with the urge to improve the sport. He 
talks of bass and bass waters, of casting reds and fly roais-on tackle and technique, on 
night angling, wading gear, hooking and playing fish, and bait casting. Both text and 
illustrations (diagrams and photographs) have how-to-do-it value. 


Haekett, Alice Payne 50 YEARS OF BEST SELLERS: 1895-1945 Bowker 
$3.00 

The PW Forecast for Buyers has familiarized the beok trade with Alice Hackett's 
reliable estimates of the commercial value of books. Now comes this excellent job of 
research into the records of best sellers, records which she has presented in two ways- 
page by page, a chronological annual chart of the best sellers, from the time The Book- 
man began to keep such records - at first of Fiction only; down to the present; and 
an alphabetical listing of best sellers that have totalled at least half a million 
copies through the yoars. Everyone in the book trade will find these lists invaluable. 
Mest of us will read with eager interest her concise summing up of the salient facts 
for each of these years - her conclusions as to trends -— and many of us will analyze 
the whole outline for major trends and futures based on past. 


De Lanux, Pierre EUROPEAN MANIFESTO Creative Age 
$2.00 

A manifesto for the ten liberated countries of Europe to form a federated 
Europe which will thereby ensure the minority position of Germany. Support will be 
sought from England and Russia, but not necessarily from the U.S. because of her 
unstable "pelitical meod". De Lanux, @ Frenchman, fecls that France should be the 
voice of Europe. The closing chapters concern the American angle, with justified 
criticism of her past isolationism but an insulting disregard of her present war 
contribution. America it seems has no public opinion, no leadership, and is only 
"promises". The publishers have understandably avoided mention of this on the jacket. 


Henri, Capt. Raymond USMC IWO JIMA: Springboard to Final Victory U.S. Camera 
| $1.75 cloth- $.50 paper 
Excellent sequence of 86 photographs and a vigorous, synthesis of the 26 days 
that guts and drive turned into victory, memorializes the taking of this tiny, tough 
island. The heroism of the Marines, of non - and ex-fighters, the value of a baptism 
that was bloody and the sacrifice that was costly, the horror of the knowledge that 
no shorter victory was possible - this is for the record lest we forget. (Published) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Casey, R.-J- - THIS IS WHERE I CAME IN - definite date 7/27 (C) 


Robeson, E.G. - AFRICAN JOURNEY - from 7/? to 8/? (C) 


Doubleday, Doran 


Harper 


Knopf 


Little, 


Ingham, T. - RENDEZVOUS BY SUBMARINE - from 7/19 to 8/9 (C) (J) 272 & 


Moon, B. — PRIMER FOR WHITE FOLKS - price from $3.00 to $3.50 (C) 
Stone, Irving ~ LUST FOR LIFE - definite date 8/23 


Overstreet, B. — FREEDOM'S PEOPLE - postponed to 8/15 
Peterson, F. — AMERICAN LABOR UNIONS - from 8/? to 9/26 
Ward, L.R. — OURSELVES, INC. -— from 8/? to 9/26 


Brogan, D.W. -— THE FREE STATE —- from 7/16 to 8/20 

Morton, David — POEMS —- from 7/16 to indefinite 

Whipple, Maurine ~- THIS IS THE PIA‘CE...UTAH - Note correct title. 
From 7/16 to 9/17 | 


_Brown . 
Jonas, Carl -— BEACHEAD ON THE WIND - from 8/2 to 9/12 


Macmillan 


Booker, E.L. -~ FLIGHT FROM CHINA — definite date 8/14 

Koestler, Arthur -—- TWILIGHT BAR - definite date 7/31. 

Masefield, John — NEW CHUM - from 6/? to 7/17 (J) 1560 & 

Newmann, A. — SIX OF THEM ~ definite date 7/24 

Peake, H.C. — PRACTICAL DOG BREEDING - definite date 8/7 

Phillpotts, E. — THEY WERE SEVEN - definite date 7/10 

Punshon, E.R. — SECRETS CAN'T BE KEPT - definite date 6/21. Note 
A correct spelling author's name. 

Roper, W. — PISTOL AND REVOLVER SHOOTING - from 6/? to 7/10 

Shepard, W. — FOOD OR FAMINE - from 8/? to 9/18 

Standish, Robert - THE_SMALL GENERAL - definite date 8/21 

Wilson, C.M. — NEW CROFS FOR THE NEW WORLD - definite date 7/24 


(C) - indicates that title appeared on Calendar and correction should be made there. 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 

a ae, 

O - /S Knopf 
$1.25 

* An engaging book which grown-ups will enjoy with the children, and which should 

continue on through the holiday season as a Christmas gift book. In pictures on every 

page ~ pictures in color and line and with a nice sense of story and yet une luttered with 

detail - and in running caption text, Roger Duvoisin tells the tale of the Christmas 

season when the reindeer were taken sick and ordered to bed, and when a mammoth whale 

volunteered to help Santa Claus deliver his gifts to all the seven seas. Nonsense tale 

with an original twist, and this time Duvoisin has succeeded in keeping his interest 

level right for the picture story book crowd. (6-4 


ps PT 
' “ 


Laird, Rowena STUFFY Morr ow 
$1.50 


Munro Leaf has stream-lined and popularized moral tales for children, and in that 
tradition here is a story - the moral not over-emphasized -— about the greedy little boy 
who took (yes, even in rationed times) four and five and six helpings and grew fatter 
and fatter until he was as big as the biggest balloon and simply floated away and was 
never seen again. Surprise ending in what she doesn't say instead of what she does; I'm 
all for that instead of a reform, Pictures on every page, clean cut, simple, gay flat 
color and line, and a clear type caption running story. 32 pp. (Aug) 


Duvoisin, Roger THE*CHRISTMAS WHALE 


Bishop, Claire Huchet AUGUSTUS Viking 
$1.50 

With Mrs. Bishop's original story of the calf that ran away to see the world, and 
how he nearly fell victim to the butcher's greed (must have been a black marketeer!) and 
of how a chance_happening in on the rehearsal for a Christmas pageant saved his hide - 
and with Grace Paull's md@low four-color illustrations on every page, here is another good 
holiday gift book. There are bits of the story that a too sensitive child might not like, 
but most children enjoy a few shudders, I think, and there is plenty of comic relief, for 
all the slight overtones for adult appreciation (references to Ariadne's thread etc.) 
Picture story age and on up to second and third grade level. 32 pages — paper and board. 


(Sept. ) 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 


Jordan, Nina R. MOTHER GOCSE HANDICRAFT Harcourt, Brace 
$2.00 


A how-to-a@oa book which needs grownup help at the start. The do-it-yourself parts 
are pleasantly simple, but the vocabulary of the directions is beyond the understanding 
level of the Mother Goose devotees. Black and white illustrations are factual,sound but 
uninspired, a bit on the dull side. There's some plus interest to craft teachers and 
primary grade teachers, and a gift appeal for those seeking something for convalescent 
children, for rainy day occupation, for buyers of "TtheDevil makes work for idle ha nds" 
school. The book is almost a primer handicraft book, designed for suggesting making of 
paper dolls and toys based on familiar characters, and using simple equipment. (9/13) 
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Bromhall, Winifred BELINDA'S NEW SHOES Knopf 

$1.50 
Six and seven year olds would like this story — eight year olds might be able to 

read it to themselves. There's a folksy quality in the tale and the pictures which appeal 

more to grown-ups than to children, I think, but the main theme, of the little girl who 

was so bored with workaday shoes and longed for the pretty red slippers is based on a 

perennial appeal to all ages. Belinda gets her wish - and then manages to convince her- 

self that the shoes should be worn every day, with sad results. Whether she learns her 

lesson or not is outside the scope of the story. Attractive looking book, paper and 

board binding rather perishable. (8/20) 


Chalmers, Audrey PUPPADILLY Viking 
$1.00 
An old pattern with a new angle, in a story of a mouse that wanted to be bié¢, 
and of how he got his wish through the selfish manipulations of a naughty elf who wanted 
the mouse's gay clothes. But the mouse finds it isn't all he dreamed, behind bars and 
posing as a “hippopotamouse" in the zoo so he is very glad when the elf, again out for 
something himself, changes him back. But the elf doesn't get his desire — and Timmy 
Whisket has to take his punishment too. Stocking book with darling illustrations in 
two colors by the author. (Sept.) 


Jones, Jessie orton SECRETS Viking 
$2.00 

A pretty book, with illustrations in conventional vein and full color reproduction 
by Elizabeth Orton Jones — but text and thought are a bit too precious, too studied, for 
spontaneous child reader appeal. In verse the span of a day ina child's life introduces 
her to many "God's secrets" in nature, through which she is supposed to get a conception 
of how God reflects love, security, and self esteem in his wise handling of the problems 
of nature. The use of the title - Secrets ~ seems a trifle far-fetched and misleading, 
but has definite merchandise appeal. The idea baek of the book is sound - the results 
seem over-sentimental. 40 pp. Cloth. (8/17) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Buck, Pearl ~ YU-LAN: Flytng Boy of China John Day 
$1.50 
* The story of a Chinese village lad who loves planes and wants to learn all about 


them in spiteofthe traditions his father attempts to teach him. An American pilot makes 
a forced landing in a rice field and Yu [anendears himself to the man by his courage, 
generosity and intelligent curiosity. He is vividly reminded of his own kid brother and 
determines to help his Chinese friend to get away from the village to study ina big city 
school for air cadets. He gains the parents' consent by proving to them the need of 
Chinese pilots in a world of the future. A pleasant direct little story with social 
values unobtrusively and charmingly handled. Third and fourth grade level.“Ililustrations 


by George T. Hartmann. (Sept.) 
4a) e 


Goetz, Delia : ‘THE BURRO OF BARNEGAT ROAD Harcourt, Brace 
. $2.00 
* A gay, family story of a burro from Mexico, living on the Pebble's farm in 


Connecticut. Chula, the burro, has a loud voice, and presents certain very real prab- 
lems, but Mr. Moon from the Washington Zoo helps turn her into a useful burro, and her 


misdeeds are forgiven at a lovely birthday party where she gives all the small guest 
rides. Despite occasional lapses into a slightly precious flavor, the story is really 
funny and has very credible and likeable people. Hilda Van Stockum is not successful 

in the type of illustrations she has done for this book; too bad she couldn't use her 
tried and true techniques. These seem dated and wooden, for a text which is a successful 
first venture for third and fourth graders into full length stories, (8/30) 
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Bothwell, Jean LITTLE BOAT BOY Harcourt, Brace 
$2.00 

. In several important aspects this is a very satisfying book. It is a credible and 


human family story of India's river dwellers, with characterizations that will give young 
Americans a sense of familiarity, of common interests and viewpoints, of a feeling of One 
World. The little Kashmiri boy, youngest in the family of hard-working but indulgent 
Older sister, brother, and parents, is just such a real small boy as his American readers. 
He is a likable child and the family shines in the same warm glow; good background, an 
agreeable story, in which one may be captious in feeling that the Indian family depends 
too uncritically on the generosity of their master, the English Sahib, an attitude that 
seems somewhat out of key in today's unrest in India. Format - illustrations in line by 
Margaret Ayer -— vocabulary all keyed to third and fourth grade readers ability and in- 
terest, and content has the appeal of the ever-popular 7wtn books (Perkins), with more 


authentic slant. (9/13) 


Special Note:~- This - as with others - raises the question as to whether or not a writer 
telling a story in realistic modern vein should have any "social conscience". This book 
has so much to recommend it that one regrets the assumption that all ts right in the 


best of all pessible worlds ~- India. 


Haywood, Carolyn BETSY AND THE BOYS Harcourt, Brace 
$2.00 


We confess to thinking this is a rather sissy book, but these Betsy books have | 
built up a following. Betsy and her loyal pal, Billy, are in fourth grade now and make ! 
life lively for their mothers. They slide in the pancake batter and slither through a 
pink-satin bow tie; there are birthday parties, a Christmas play, a bad, cruel Valentine 
joke which almost ruins a friendship, and a lot of football combine to create reader in- 
terest for both small boys and girls. But everybody in the story over 13 is too good to 


be true, and the gang is a little too clean about the ears for authentic realism. The 
illustrations are very successful — good merchandise. (7/19) | 
McGinley, Phyllis THE PLAIN PRINCESS Lippincott | 


Y $1.50 | 

Why ~ when she can do a book like The Horse That Lived Upstairs — does Phyllis 
mMeGinley turn around and revert to what seems to us unadulterated corn in the well worn 
tradition of good fairy tales for good children? Where once she successfully mocked 
sentimentality, she now writes stories to urge little girls, their mamas and their papas 
to eschew wealth, pride and vanity after reading this moral tale. Pretty-pretty drawings 
by Helen Stone, reproduced in color, make this a natural pickup gift for week-end visitors 
who know comparatively little about_children. Complete with castles, happy milkmaids, 
afid love interest in the person of Frince Michael, and trimmings in wreaths and pink fuzz, 


this is straight merchandise. hte (0'3. 
f 


FIRST STEPS IN READING -. Fact Books 


TURTLES Harcourt, Brace | 
$1.75 | 


Oh dear, Wilfred Bronson has done some such nice nature books and this is such a 
disappointment, ~ a poorly organized, loose text, ill-assorted mass of information with- 
out the scientific approach to arrangement - a subject which might have afforded oppor- 
tunity for an attractive and interesting book. The author's pictures on every page are 
some of them excellent, some -— in comic strip effect — uneven, restless, cluttered look- 
ing, while the blocks of text add to an effect of crowding. Here's a man who knows what 
can and should be done and owes it to his market to sustain a higher level of intelligent, 


scientific presentation. (7/19) 


Bronson, Wilfred S. 
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Hayes, Florence THE ESKIMO HUNTER Random House 
$2.00 
* An excellent adventure and background book telling of life among the American - 
Eskimos, written by a woman who lived among them and learned to understand and like them, 
A stimulating story of Kaboong, eager young Eskimo starting out with his own new rifle 
to take his place as a man in his tribe. One catches the sense of tension, of fear, of 
reality, of triumph of beginnings. The first whale, walrus and bear hunts are thrilling; 
the struggle with the elements and starvation are unsentimentally and graphically handled; 
reindeer ice-cream, exciting parties, family and school relationships are freshly treated. 
One gets a sense of white people as strangers here with their withdrawn, asocial ways . 
and incomprehensible attention to time in a vast, timeless night, An unusually fine book, 
by the author of 4osh-Xi1, the Navaho (1943). Sets a high standard for books of this type. 
‘Ill'd by Kurt Wiese. (8/27) 
































FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9-12's 


Seymour, Flora Warren SACAGAWEA: Bird Girl Bobbs—Merrill 
$1.50 

An addition to the Childhood of Famous American Series in the story of the Indian 
girl married to a French trapper, and a member of the famous Lewis and Clark expedition. 
There are interesting details but - given this subject - it is a disappointing story as 
a whole, and does not stand out as a dramatic unit. Clear material, simply presented, 
with value as source material in supplementary reading, with some stress on feminine view~ 
point, but with little of the historical zest of the period. The emphasis on family 
aspects is the chief claim to interest. (Aué.) 


Weil, Ann JOHN QUINCY ADAMS: Boy Patriot Bobbs —Merr ill 


$1.50 
* This is a honey, - a lively story of a vital American family, clear, succinct, 


not too cluttered with historical detail, and with a vivid choice of incident to bring 
people and times alive to the reader. Good sense of history, in a well-thought out book, 
dramatically sustained in spite of the difficulties in handling such masses of material 
in the compass of a small volume. John Quincy, his father John Adams, Paul Revere, a 
good neighbor, the Boston tea party, shipping, France, Holland, a visit to Catherine of 
Russia, these and more are made delightfully real to young readers —- and make it an ex- 
cellent family read aloud book. A Must for schools, libraries, etc... In a series which 
has set a high standard, this is one of the best. (Aug,.) 


Cook, Gladys Emerson AMERICAN CHAMPIONS Macmillan 
$1.75 


15 full portraits and 100 smaller drawings - by the author ~— of well-known breeds 
of dogs, each identified by careful and accurate sketches of a famous champion of each 
particular breed. This is primarily to be sold as a picture book of dogs for dog lovers, 
point-minded, ribbon conscious dog show fans, and such. Libraries may find it useful as 
a reference book because of the photographic clarity and accuracy; but the ordinary boy 
who likes his mutt pal will find it swanky and stuffy. (7/39) 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fictton 


Pinkerton, Kathrene WIND IGO Harcourt, Brace 
$2.2 OO 
* A thrilling tale of Indian terror, superstition and savagery, goaded by unscrupu- 


lous white craftiness to deeds of violence. The white trapper, aware of the Indian 
hunters' terror of Windigo, a spirit that drives the hunter to cannibalism and forces the 

tribe to kill him themselves, tries to set loose panic in an area run by sympathetic whites 
Four young friends, determined to save the victim of tribal law and custom, set out ona 
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hunt through a snow storm, and encounter various adventures before the eventual success of 
A good yarn, with competent characterization in Indian and whites; natural 


their mission. 
good feeling for the Indians and the problems of the 


background colorful and exciting; 
American administrators. (8/30) 


Kiser, Martha Gwinn SYLVIA SINGS OF APPLES Longmans, Green 
¥$2.00 
* A charming girls' book of the period of the 1830's. Sylvia's rebellion against old- 


fashioned hoops and constraints is presented in warm, absorbing detail, with plenty of 
humor, love interest and a good sense of family background. There are ¢limpses of country 
customs in New England, of hearty eating fests, of literary Boston of the young Emerson 
and his group, of Ticknor's book shop, Underground Railway beginnings, new inventions, 
detailed dress and fashion notes -— and a happy ending with Sylvia off to study, write and 
perhaps in the end, to marry the brilliant young student of her choice. First rate 


reading. (#mriy Sept.) p> Deanatuns Margarrt One . 


Rush, William Marshall YELLOWSTONE SCOUT Longmans, Green 
$2.00 

* A Western variation on a Western theme. A young government scout who loves the 

Yellowstone and the animals in it pits himself against the brutal, practised outlaw, Lafe 

Baxter, who illegally kills wild game and is in partnership with a gang of rustlers, 

smugglers and robbers. Through the picturesque terrain with pain_and blood and gore, the 

chase continues with eventual victory for our hero. Yellowstone Park is saved; Lafe Baxter 

is jailed; the squatters are scattered, and the young scout, aided by his horse, Seven, 

had proved that brains and youth win. Though the story is straight adventure, there's 


fascinating material on the park and on conservation problems. (SaelysSeast.,) /0:3. 
Ninel: Aeenalwn s Kalfah hay . 
FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


McClintock, Marshall THE STORY OF WAR WEAPONS Lippincott 
$2.50 


Compact handbook, which suggests collating of superficial-encyclopedic details, 
scissors and paste method. High School level interest presumed, and sound enough in 
organization and development, for those who have some understanding of the scientific 
aspects and interest in the technical specifications, The illustrations are more like 
diagrams — dull from any other angle. There's always an audience for a book on guns, and 
there's live current interest in weapons of warfare, which should have a background of 
historical knowledge. There's an interesting chapter on propaganda as a war weapon. Sales 
appeal in definite war-like jacket. Cuts by Robin King. (7/25) 


Mary Tarver KEEP MY FLAG FLYING: Dantel Wetster Longmans, Green- 
$2.50 


A fair to middling life of Daniel Webster and a record of his times — good material 
rather inadequately handled with a disjointed episodic style of narration which fails to 
do dramatic justice to the exciting period in which Webster lived and served his country. 
The details are authentic, but the choice of incident is often weak and overtalked...Too 


bad, as there is need for a good biography. (o¢8) /0°3 Menalimns Addoeaww Buirtawe 


Carroll, 


7 


Long, Laura SQUARE SAILS AND SPICE ISLANDS Longmans, Green 
‘ . £2.80 

Why is it so difficult to tell a lively story of Oliver Hazard Perry, naval hero? 
Once again a biographer has tackled the subject with disappointing results. It should 
have been swell reading; it doesn't come alive, it is inadequately personalized and rather 
stuffy. The Perrys, a Newport sailing family, the history of maritime development in 
America, the growth of our Navy, the evolution of power-driven boats, naval expansion in 
the Pacific, the early evidences of pugnacious relations with Japan - all add up to the 
potentials of a first rate historical biography, Factually, it will be useful as American 


naval history. Public libraries and school libraries mainly. (Sept~-2) ® eanalamns C B tails 
10-1) 
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Anderson, Ce We TOUCH OF GREATNESS Macmillan 
$3, 00 

These Anderson books are surefire with the horsey crowd, young and old. To an un- 
initiated observer there seems a certain amount of sameness. This new volume presents a 
good deal of specialized information about breeding and racing horses, with ten well-known 
thoroughbreds who, while not among the greatest, had a "touch of greatness", -— Display, 
Marriage, Dark Secret, Wise Counsellor and others. Elegant, traditional lithographs and 
many small drawings by the author make this handsome gift merchandise for horse lovers 


and connoisseurs. (9/11) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Wadleton, Tommy SILVER BUCKLES ON HIS KNEE Coward, McCann 
m $2, 00 

An adult book ~— reported P. 260 -— which is an ingenuous, gentle, episodic account 
of the growing up of Peter McCarthy; of Maggie his mother who hated war; of his D.A, 
father, of the colored woman who "rised" him, and of the gang of three pals who went with 
him through parochial school and High School, and grew up together to face the actuality 
of war. Peter waits until he is 18 to join the Navy, is wounded and stranded on an island, 
Some whimsy, much warmth for a story of current interest. [Publ,) 


Allee, Marjorie Hill SMOKE JUMFER Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 

Bill, newly graduated from High School, takes a summer job of "smoke jumping", a 
fascinating, thrilling new phase of the Forest Service. Parachute landings right at the 
source of the fire, with all the dangers of planes, jumping into the unknown, rocky 
territory, fires, falling timber, vast unknown wilderness and wild animals all combine 
into one first rate boys' adventure story, with a career angle. Credible, varied char- 
acters and honest adventure. Illus. by Manning de V. Lee, (8/21) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Lawrence, Gertrude A STAR DANCED Doubleday, Doran 
: $2.50 

(Full report in adult section - P. 233) Autobiography of a popular English actress, 
from poverty-ridden childhood, carried off with gallantry and casualness, to success. She 
played bit parts in pantomime and road shows; she got her chance when a group of Tommies 
of the last war staked her to a trip back to London — and Charlot's Revue. Madcap pranks 
cost her a job - but eventually bad luck for Bea Lillie proved good luck for Gertie, and 
she was made. Ill-starred romance ~ finally happy marriage - and adventure and misad— 
venture in theatre, entertainment tour of army camps, all told with a certain naive 
simplicity and charm. (7/19) 


North, Sterling & Bouteli, C.B. SPEAK OF THE DEVIL Doubleday, Doran 

‘. $3.00 
: Goodly dose of sulphur in an anthology of writings about the Devil and his works, 
Poetry — fiction -— plays - essays ~ entertaining assemblage of cloven hoof coverage 
ranging from Dante and Milton to the moderns, Benet, Collier, etc. For full report, see 
adult section, P. 262. (7/5) | 


Collison, Thomas THE SUPERFORTRESS IS BORN Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$3.00 
The story of the Boeing B-29, fastest heavy plane with longest flying range. How 
it was conceived and built - the structural problems ~ the men responsible for its design 


_and production -— the role in the CBI theatre of war ~—- enthusiastic recording for air 


addicts told in text, diagrams, photographs. (Full report P. 268) (Publ.) 


See also reports P.299 &298 on McClintock, Rush, Pinkerton for double market.> 



































A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR AUGUST 


Per I er 






CONTEMPORARY 






August 1 - Hilton, James (S) SO WELL REMEMBERED (Little, Brown) 










August Literary Guild $2.50 256 

August 15- Kent, Madeleine ISLAND OF THE INNOCENT (Harper) 2.50 258 

August 15- Priestley, J.B. (S) THREE MEN IN NEW SUITS (Harper) 2.50 256 

August <O- Henriques, Robert (S) HOME FIRES BURNING (Viking) 2.50 276 

Sait 14 wtttpust22- West, Evelyn ANIMAL FAIR (Lippincott) 2.75 297 
August <3- Camp, William Martin SKIP TO MY LOU (Doubleday, Doran) 2,90 259 

August 24- Abrahams, W. INTERVAL IN CAROLINA (Simon & Schuster) 2.50 207 

August 28- Ogilvie, Elisabeth STORM TIDE (Crowell) 2:75 279 






PERIOD, REGIONAL AND HISTORICAL 









August 9 - Wallace, Edward T. (S) BARINGTON (Simon & Schuster) 2.50 183 
August 13- Schenck, Earl (S) LEAN WITH THE WIND (Whittlesey) 2.75. 295 
August 23- Costain, Thomas B. (S) THE BLACK ROSE (Doubleday, Doran) 

Sept. Literary Guild 3.00 273 
August 27- Burman, Ben Lucien ROOSTER CROWS FOR DAY (Dutton) 2.50 259 
August ??- Bauer, Florence M. BEHOLD YOUR KING (Bobbs-Merrill) 2.75 259 






THRILLERS 






















ae August 9 - Fenisong, Ruth (S ) THE LOST CAESAR (Doubleday, Doran) 2.00 281 
August 9 - Lobaugh, Elma K, (S) SHE NEVER REACHED THE TOP (Doubleday) 2,00 261 
August 22- Kendrick, Baynard (S) OUT OF CONTROL (Morrow) 2.00 261 

August 24- Lockridge & Estabrooks (S)-DEATH IN THE MIND (Dutton) 2.50 277 


OS FPO ERS 


THE WAR - IN ACTION 


August 9 - Trumbull, Robert (3) SILVERSIDES (Holt) 2.50 305 
August ??- Griffin, Alexander R, OUT OF CARNAGE (Howell, Soskin) 3.00 306 
BIOGRAPHY 
: August 9 — Robeson, Eslanda G. AFRICAN JOURNEY (John Day) 3.50 235 
August 20- McNaughton & Hehmeyer THIS MAN TRUMAN (Whittlesey) | 2.50 285 
August 30- Nehru, Krishna WITH NO REGRETS (John Day) 2.00 266 
MISCELLANEOUS 

August 2 - Churchill, Winston THE DAWN OF LIBERATION (Little, Brown) 3.50 263 

August 17~ Beveridge, Sir William THE PRICE OF PEACE (Norton) 2.00 286 

August 20- Mencken, H.L. SUPPLEMENT ONE TO THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE 5.00 288 


August 31- Asch, Sholem ONE DESTINY (Putnam) 1.50 267 








